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26 September 2006

Roularta takes definitive 100%

control of Groupe Express-Expansion

The French Directorate-General for Competition, Consumption and the Repression of Fraud (DGCCRF) has unreservedly authorized Roularta to take 100% control of GROUPE EXPRESS-EXPANSION (GEE). From now on GROUPE EXPRESS-EXPANSION is part of ROULARTA MEDIA GROUP (RMG).
GROUPE EXPANSION publishes a number of leading magazines in France in various sectors: 
· general news: L’Express

· economics and finance: L’Expansion, Mieux Vivre Votre Argent, L’Entreprise, 

· homes and lifestyle: Maisons Côté Sud, Maisons Côté Ouest, Maisons Côté Est, Maison Magazine, Maison Française. 
· culture: Lire et Classica

· student life: monthly magazine L’Etudiant, as well as organizing student fairs. 

GEE also publishes a wide range of derivative products to reach a turnover of EUR 214 million.

Following Roularta’s taking of control, a new supervisory board (conseil de surveillance), currently consisting of seven members, has been set up. Chairman is Rik De Nolf, CEO of Roularta. Vice-Chairman is Bernard Pivot, French literary authority, leader writer, member of the Académie Goncourt and creator of the “Apostrophes” TV literature programme and the famous annual “Dictée” (dictation), in an independent capacity. Also on the supervisory board are Baron Hugo Vandamme, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Roularta, and Maxime de Jenlis, representing Bayard Presse, together with which Roularta produces senior magazines in Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany and Norway. Jean Pierre Dejaeghere, financial director of Roularta, and Xavier Bouckaert, Roularta’s legal counsel, have also joined the supervisory board. Vincent Hugeux, representing the Société Des Journalistes de L’Express, will also sit as an independent member. Two additional independent members will be appointed at a later date.
Chairman of the managing committee (directoire) of Groupe Express-Expansion will be Marc Feuillée, aided by Corinne Pitavy, a new appointee.

The acquisition of GEE marks an important stage in ROULARTA’s international expansion. Today, RMG’s magazines department realizes more sales abroad than in Belgium. Apart from the GEE titles, RMG publishes a growing number of major titles in France via several publishing companies:
· Cavenne (100% RMG) publishes Point de Vue, a prestigious front-line “people” magazine devoted to the lives of crowned heads. 

· Art de Vivre Éditions (50% RMG) publishes Atmosphères, a feminine magazine in the spirit of the times, and Ideat, a luxury design magazine. 

· Studio Press (100% RMG), born out of four specialist publishing houses focusing on cinema, DVD, audio, video, hifi and music, publishes  11 magazines, including Studio Magazine, Pianiste, Guitar Part, Prestige Audio Video, Hifi Vidéo Home Cinéma and Sonovision.
All this together makes RMG a major player in France’s magazines sector.

Apart from magazines, ROULARTA is developing in France a multi-location network of freesheets (A Nous Lille, A Nous Lyon, A Nous Marseille, A Nous Côte d’Azur) in cooperation with French group SPIR COMMUNICATION.  ROULARTA also publishes the weekly Parisian free magazine A Nous Paris.
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