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PRESS RELEASE

13 September 2005

VMMa takes over Studio’s Amusement 

Studio's Amusement and the Vlaamse Media Maatschappij have concluded an agreement under the terms of which the production company is to transfer all its shares to VMMa, the 50/50 joint venture between Roularta Media Group and De Persgroep (VTM, KANAALTWEE, JIMtv, Q-Music).  'Studio's Amusement' currently makes the popular VTM series "Familie", "Spoed" and "Zone Stad". Studio's Amusement was established in September 1991 under the impetus of Herman Verbaet.

Herman Verbaet: "I have been on the lookout for a suitable candidate to take over the company for some time now. At my age (64) I would gradually like to start taking things more quietly. Above all, I no longer want to have to deal with the day-to-day worries. But it’s like with a child - you let go, but you still want to keep a bit of an eye on things. Thanks to this agreement with VMMa, this has worked out extremely well. Amongst other things, I will remain closely involved in the scenarios for "Familie"."

Peter Quaghebeur, general manager at VMMa: "Let me clearly state first of all that this is not a new strategy for VMMa. We will continue to outsource the lion’s share of our programmes to external producers. We have absolutely no intention of taking other production companies under our wings. However, along with "Het Nieuws", "Familie" has been the backbone of our television evening for 15 years now. It is Europe’s longest-running soap and as such, is core business”.

Studio's Amusement is to remain a separate company (turnover EUR 10.6 million; workforce 140), and the day-to-day management is to be in the hands of Philippe Bonamie, until a few months ago general director of the production company D&D.
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